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Losing a loved one in a road trafÔø½ c collision is a devastating 
and life changing experience.  That is why the work the Irish 
Road Victims Association (IRVA) and other Non-Governmental 
Organisations do is so important.  
 
I regularly meet with members of IRVA and see and hear 
Ôø½ rst-hand the work they do together with stakeholders, 
including ourselves in An Garda Sï¿½ochï¿½na, with a common aim  
to reduce injury and death on our roads and to improve 
support services for road victims and bereaved families. 
 
 All of this work is based on the lived experiences of so many 
who now dedicate themselves to helping others through the 
work of the Association at a difÔø½ cult   and tragic time in peopleï¿½s lives.  
 
I thank IRVA and welcome this resource. 
 
Paula Hilman 
Assistant Commissioner 
Roads Policing & Community Engagement 

Once again, this year, we should remember lost loved ones 
and salute the tireless work of the Irish Road Victimsï¿½  
Association (IRVA) in the battle against road deaths. 
 
Over several years as Minister for Transport I was honoured to 
attend IRVAï¿½s digni Ôø½ ed World Day of Remembrance in 
Mullingar. The solace that it provides to families devastated by 
their losses is immeasurable.  
 
The number of deaths on our roads continues to rise. IRVA 
must be supported in its selÔø½ ess determination to prevent 
others from suffering similar unspeakable tragedies to those 
that its members and their families have endured. Despite setbacks and unbearable 
pain, members of IRVA and fellow victims groups have led the Ôø½ ght against carnage 
on the roads. Others should no longer fear to tread into areas where the road victimsï¿½  
families have so courageously led. 
 
Shane Ross 
Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport  
May 2016 to June 2020



We all rightly speak both from the heart and on fact about the 
tragedies of deaths and injuries as a result of road trafÔø½ c 
collisions and sometimes question whether the constant 
repetition of this safety message diminishes its impact. It does 
not and must not. It is why we must continue to voice our 
messages of support and of earnest encouragement for 
measures to reduce the number of deaths and injuries on our 
roads because these deaths, injuries and losses are preventable. 
 
Although great progress has been made over the past 
decades in tackling the dangers of road travel and improving 
road safety, this must not make us complacent or accepting of 
a ï¿½better yearï¿½ in which we reduced the carnage resulting from road crashes.  
 
In my professional life as a doctor, Coroner and forensic practitioner I have seen too 
many people and their families with their lives destroyed by the consequences of road 
users speeding, being intoxicated with alcohol or other drugs, of not wearing a seat 
belt or safety helmet or in a moment of tiredness or careless inattention on the road. 
 
I, like others, have felt powerless at times knowing what must be done and yet seeing 
the sometimes very slow pace of change in the necessary individual behaviours, in 
enforcement supported by the needed legislation passing through the Oireachtas and 
in the reform of court processes in particular. 
 
Every injured person and every life lost must continue to be a constant and sad 
reminder to us to never forget our aims, working together, to make the roads safer and 
of the responsibility on each of us as road users to be vigilant and to take care in 
driving, cycling and walking on our roadways for the sake of others and for ourselves. 
We must also continue to support those injured and bereaved through all our services 
be they emergency services, medical and hospital care, bereavement support 
services, Garda and coronial investigations into the truth of what happened in any 
road crash and also through the justice system. 
 
It is also why the invaluable work of organisations such as the Irish Road Victimsï¿½  
Association is so vital and necessary in guiding and supporting families who suffer the 
tragedy of a road trafÔø½ c collision causing a death or serious injury. Let us make every 
day, week, month and year a better one than the last for safety and security on our roads. 
 
I wish IRVA and all its members and supporters every success in their ongoing trojan 
work and in sharing their experiences and expertise sadly gained through their own 
tragedies with those who heartbreakingly Ôø½ nd that they too now need that 
understanding, support and guidance in the raw pain and suffering in Ôø½ icted on them 
so suddenly and without warning. 
 
Nï¿½ neart go cur le chï¿½ile ï¿½ together we are indeed strong and we still need to believe  
every day that we can make a difference. We owe it to those loved ones lost to us and 
to those seriously injured in road crashes and will always remember them and keep 
them as our core inspiration for the continuing Ôø½ ght to bring about more real change 
for greater safety on our roads. 
 
Professor Denis Cusack 
Forensic & Legal Medicine 
Medical Bureau of Road Safety
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On behalf of the Road Safety Authority (RSA), I would like to 
thank the Irish Road Victimsï¿½ Association (IRVA) for publishing  
the Guide for Families Bereaved by Road Crashes. The services 
that IRVA provide are of critical importance to the families who 
have lost loved ones as a result of road trauma and this guide 
is a testament to the work that they do.  
 
I am conscious that many of those reading this will have 
experienced a serious injury or the loss of a loved one on our 
roads. To you all, I extend our deepest and heartfelt sympathies 
and a pledge that we in the RSA will continue to work to make 
the roads a safer place for all. 
 
The devastation that death or serious injury on our roads wreaks on victims, their loved 
ones, and their communities is permanent. Unfortunately, this is something that too 
many people across Ireland are all too familiar with. We have lost almost 25,000 
people on the roads since we Ôø½ rst began recording road deaths in 1959. They are not 
statistics, they are family members, friends, people we cherish and names we will 
remember forever. 
 
Here at the RSA, we are working collaboratively with organisations like IRVA, to reduce 
and ultimately eliminate deaths and serious injuries on our roads. Achieving this would 
mean that no more families have to experience the trauma that comes with the 
devastating news that they have lost a loved one. 
 
There is still a lot that needs to happen to make this a reality, and while we work 
together to achieve this, we rely on the essential work of IRVA in not only supporting 
road trafÔø½ c victims and their families but in advocating on their behalf.  
 
The Guide for Families Bereaved by Road Crashes provides a comprehensive guide to 
families who are faced with navigating the justice system after a road death. While 
many of us have not had to experience the loss of a loved one by road trauma, IRVA is 
unparalleled in dealing with the grief associated with a tragic loss and with court cases 
that may arise as a result.  
 
The work done by IRVA in supporting victims of road trafÔø½ c collisions and their families 
is invaluable to our joint mission of reducing and eliminating road deaths in Ireland. 
 
Liz Oï¿½Donnell  
Chairperson 
Road Safety Authority 

Guide for Families Bereaved by Road Collisions 

IRVA HELPLINE: 086 8634194

5



















Driver arrest and interview 
Every case is different. The driver may be asked to give a brief ï¿½ Ôø½ rst accountï¿½ shortly  
after the crash, assuming they are not injured or in shock. If evidence of culpability is 
found, the Gardaï¿½ can arrest the driver on suspicion of dangerous driving causing the  
death.  This includes when the driver tests positive for drink-driving.  
 
Upon charge, drivers can be banned from driving by order of the courts. They may 
also be remanded in custody or released on bail pending the case going to 
trial/hearing. 
 
In most cases surviving drivers may continue to drive while awaiting a criminal court 
hearing, unless by order of the court their license is withdrawn. This is due to the 
presumption of innocence in Irish law. 
 
While every investigation is different, a formal statement is generally taken from 
driver(s) after all other witnesses have been identi Ôø½ ed and interviewed. This may take 
some time.  
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IRVA has a pivotal role to play in road safety but also in the 
psychological welfare of the bereaved. It is wonderful to know others 
who are willing to be a voice for those lost on our roads, that solidarity 
is what can sometimes spur me on.  
Meeting others who walked this path before me was incredibly helpful. I 
found IRVA supportive but never intrusive and that's what made me feel 
comfortable with them. As time went on, I was happy to be more 
involved in some things with IRVA as I know the importance of such 
work.  
I'd recommend anyone who wants a confidential ear to help process the 
aftermath of losing loved ones in road collision make contact even if just 
for a short chat. It does help. 
 

Neil - Lost his sister Donna (Cyclist)

ï¿½

ï¿½
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I brought my brother who lost his son to IRVAï¿½s memorial event in  
November. I wasn't sure how he would take it because it is all still so 
raw and heartbreaking to have lost our beautiful Bill just last year. My 
brother felt it helped him through his grief. It was so sad hearing other 
stories and seeing people so distraught and feeling their pain. But there 
was also a sense of comfort and solidarity. It was fantastically 
organised and very sensitive and personal. The music was lovely and 
the walk to the lake following the man with the bagpipes was beautiful. 
The doves, the roses and the sense of people being united in their grief 
was uplifting. To see the photo of my gorgeous nephew up there with all 
the other young people who have lost their lives in road accidents was 
so sad and poignant. It was also so lovely to think that IRVA have 
provided the forum to allow us to remember, to grieve together and to 
celebrate his life and the lives of all the other victims. Also, very stark, 
the number of deaths caused by dangerous and drunk driving. The 
speakers were heartfelt and got a strong message across. I couldn't 
help thinking though that they were talking to the already converted and 
needed a wider audience. Everything, from the candles to the music, 
poetry, words, framed pictures and refreshments were outstanding and 
very much appreciated. We will be back next year and bring more of the 
family now that we know what to expect. You must have put an 
amazing amount of work into organising such a great day. There were 
so many vulnerable people there who needed that tribute to their adored 
family members who have been prematurely taken from them. It's a 
trauma no one should have to endure, however, thank God for people 
like IRVA, that have been through this horror themselves and are still 
ready to offer so much to people to help them through their nightmare. 
From the bottom of my heart Thank you. 
 

Ann-Marie -  lost her nephew Bill (Motorbiker)

ï¿½

ï¿½









Garda Abstract Ôø½ le 
As noted above, families will be disadvantaged by their lack of information. They will 
not be able to know what evidence informed the DPPï¿½s decision. They have no legal  
right but they can request a copy of the Garda Abstract Ôø½ le which contains the key 
evidence, such as  
ï¿½ Two page pre-printed Garda form Ôø½ lled in with details of the collision, including 

all parties involved. 
ï¿½ Rough Garda sketch of the collision scene as well as Computer Generated Sketch 

showing the position of vehicles and any parties involved and the point of impact. 
ï¿½ Witness Statements including the Garda and other emergency service ofÔø½ cers 

statements 
ï¿½ Coloured photographs (not photocopies) 
ï¿½ PSV Inspectorsï¿½ report  
ï¿½ Forensic Investigatorï¿½s report  
ï¿½ Scenes of Crime Unit Report  
ï¿½ Pathologist report 
ï¿½ Toxicology report 
 
The FLO will try to facilitate your need for answers. Nobody wants the bereaved 
family to go into the Coronerï¿½s Inquest to be re-traumatised, and to hear what could  
be harrowing evidence for the Ôø½ rst time in that forum. It is much better that bereaved 
families are supported as much as possible with the information that they need to be 
empowered to ask questions, and to take expert advice and opinion if needed - prior 
to the Inquest. 
 

Guide for Families Bereaved by Road Collisions 

IRVA HELPLINE: 086 8634194

25

IRVA have been a massive support to us as a family. They have been 
there for us from day one and are always at the end of the phone. The 
kindness and empathy from Donna and the members of the 
organisation truly shines through. Knowing that everyone at IRVA are 
constantly working to improve road safety, investigations and victim 
services provides reassurance to bereaved families that someone is 
fighting for justice for them and their loved ones. When you're feeling 
alone in grief or don't feel you have the strength to fight the fight, just 
knowing IRVA is there is like a blanket of support and comfort. 
 
Michael, Martina and Ciara - Lost their son and 
brother, Michael Junior (Passenger)

ï¿½
ï¿½







 
 
Post-mortem 
A Post mortem, also known as an autopsy, is an examination of a body after a death. It 
will almost always be carried out by the hospital pathologist in the case of all road 
fatalities to establish the medical cause of death. Your loved one will be tested for 
alcohol and drugs - including medications - as a necessary part of the autopsy. These 
Ôø½ ndings will be included in the Post Mortem pathology report and be made public at 
the inquest.  
 
It is the Coroner who orders the autopsy after they are informed of an unnatural 
death. As coroners have a legal duty to investigate unnatural deaths, they do not 
need to ask the bereaved family for permission.  
 
Tissue/organ retention 
Often the only way to understand the cause of death is to examine part of the organ 
under a microscope. This requires the removal of small pieces of tissue. In some cases, 
the pathologist may wish to remove an entire organ from the body for further study. 
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My brother was killed on our roads on Dec 23rd 2018. If you are 
reading this then you may very well know the shock and horror that 
comes with receiving news like this. In 2019 i found IRVA and 
contacted them about doing some fundraising for them. I wanted to 
raise awareness about how dangerous our roads are and i was angry 
that my brother was taken that way. Since then what IRVA has done 
for me, my parents, and my younger siblings has been unbelievable. The 
support they offer is second to none and we all have benefited from 
finding IRVA. I will always fundraise for IRVA as they don't get the 
recognition they deserve for the phenomenal work put into the 
organisation. My family and i will be forever grateful to them and will 
join with them every World Day of Remembrance in lighting our candles 
and remembering my brother John and all our loved ones who have 
been taken by our roads. 
 
Caroline - Lost her brother John (Driver)

ï¿½

ï¿½



Whilst consent is not required for post-mortems, there is an absolute requirement to 
give the bereaved the right to make choices regarding how, when, and if they wish to 
be informed about the retention of organs and body parts. When tests are completed 
on the retained organ the hospital or mortuary will contact you.  
 
Organ donation 
The Coroner and the next of kin must give permission before organs can be donated. 
This includes road deaths where the person is a registered organ donor. Coroners 
may be able to limit their Post-Mortem examinations to accommodate organ donation. 
 
Coroners appreciate the need for organ donation and are supportive of requests.  
See Citizens Information.ie for more information on organ donation.  
 
Second post-mortem 
A person accused of a criminal offence related to the death of the deceased may 
request a second post-mortem. This is believed to be rare but it can delay the funeral.  
 
Purpose of Inquest 
The Coronerï¿½s Inquest is a full investigation or enquiry into sudden, unexplained and  
unexpected deaths due to unnatural causes or violence. These include deaths 
resulting from road trafÔø½ c collisions. 
 
The aim of the inquest has been de Ôø½ ned as to: 
ï¿½ Find out the facts about the death; 
ï¿½ Place those facts on the public record; and 
ï¿½ Make Ôø½ ndings on the following: 

o The identity of the deceased person; 
o The date and place of death; 
o How, when and where the death occurred; 
o The circumstances in which the death occurred, to the extent that the 

coroner considers it necessary. 
 
Inquests do not decide matters of civil or criminal liability. These are matters for the 
courts.  
 
To be clear, the inquest can neither apportion blame nor exonerate, it merely 
establishes the facts surrounding your loved ones death and issues a death 
certiÔø½ cate. There are no defendants, there are only ï¿½properly interested personsï¿½.   
 
The inquest can make general recommendations intended to help prevent future 
deaths occurring.  
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https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/health/health_services/blood_and_organ_donation/organ_and_body_donation.html




 
 
2. Criminal prosecution and the Inquest 
Inquests rarely happen after a criminal prosecution. 
 
If the DPP directs a criminal prosecution, the inquest will be opened and adjourned 
to allow the criminal prosecution to take place. Evidence will be taken on identiÔø½ cation 
of the deceased and medical cause of death, and the death will be registered and a 
full death certiÔø½ cate will be issued.   
 
The Inquest will be adjourned after evidence is given on identi Ôø½ cation and the 
medical cause of death is read. The inquest may be resumed and concluded by the 
Coroner after they receive conÔø½ rmation from the criminal court registrar that the 
criminal prosecution has been concluded. Generally there will not be a full Coronerï¿½s  
hearing at this stage, as the facts will have been established by the courts.  
 
The outcome of the Coronerï¿½s court must mirror the outcome of the criminal case.  
Families may not be informed of when all of this is happening. It is therefore advisable 
to contact your Coroner to be kept informed of the completion of the inquest when the 
criminal trial is over.  Families are generally not informed about the completion of the 
previously adjourned inquest and may believe that nothing happened, so it is important 
that you establish this for yourself by keeping in touch with the Coronerï¿½s of Ôø½ ce.    
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When a tragedy happens to someone Iï¿½m sure most of us have said ï¿½I just  
donï¿½t know what to sayï¿½ and most people donï¿½t know how to console the  

family of the deceased. People are often afraid to say the wrong thing and it 
feels like nothing they can do or say helps. This is where IRVA can really 
help. Grief can be so overwhelming and very lonely, but they will be there for 
you like they were for me when you need them to listen and to give advice 
and sometimes just their presence can be a great comfort. They can identify 
with your pain and they offer support but they donï¿½t draw comparisons of  
their own experiences. Just one of the things I have learnt through them is 
that just because my family are grieving the loss of our parents it doesnï¿½t  
mean we grieve in the same way and at the same time, and that is ok.  
Bobbie - Lost her Parents (Driver & Passenger)

ï¿½

ï¿½
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On Nov 16th 2001 our world changed forever! Our beautiful son and brother 
Jonathan was tragically killed by a drunk driver along with 2 of his friends not far 
from home just 10 days after celebrating his 21st birthday. We never really 
understood heartbreak until that awful knock on our door at 3am and upon 
hearing those words from the Gardaï¿½ that our son/brother was gone our hearts  
literally broke in two. They say time is a great healer but that is just a clichï¿½. You  
never heal from losing your child, how could you, itï¿½s not natural to bury your son  
or daughter or sibling, you just learn to make this new pain youï¿½re experiencing  
part of your life, and it becomes part of who you now are. 
We were a broken family with no idea of how to cope, or manage the grief we were 
experiencing, but that changed when we stumbled upon the wonderful Donna and 
the amazing charity IRVA. This amazing charity became our solace, our comfort, 
our safe place. Until you sit among people who know exactly how you feel, you feel 
lost in a world of pain and suffering. The experience of sitting among others whose 
grief is just as raw as yours, was in a sense very comforting as everyone in that 
room knew exactly how you felt, because up until that moment we felt so alone. 
Although we were very much supported by family & friends, they really didnï¿½t  
know or understand how we really felt, but the people involved in IRVA and the 
beautiful World Remembrance Day For Road Traffic Victims annual event did. We 
as a family really take so much from this annual event. Theyï¿½re more than people  
sitting in a room sharing memories of their loved ones, they have become family 
and weï¿½ve made some very special friends too. The power in that room annually is  
something very special. Itï¿½s very hard to explain but we find it very powerful,  
uplifting, and emotional, but more than anything very comforting. But to see so 
many new faces of broken families is very hard each year, they are so new to this 
awful grief but they too take comfort in their new IRVA family knowing that 
thereï¿½s a safe place to express their grief in an environment, and with people that  
know exactly how they feel.# 
IRVA, I donï¿½t think you will truly ever know what your charity means to our family.  
You came into our lives when we were at rock bottom with open arms and gave us 
love, support and  hope and the opportunity to see that we were not alone in our 
grief. You are truly a very special charity and provide to families like us something 
that is without a doubt exceptional in more ways than you could possibly imagine. 
 
John, Helen, Sinï¿½ad & Ashling - Lost their son & brother   
Jonathan (Pedestrian)

ï¿½

ï¿½















Mitigating or aggravating factors may lower or increase the sentence. If there are 
aggravating factors such as driving whilst signi Ôø½ cantly intoxicated, the sentence 
should be six or more years. 
 
Other aggravating factors include: 
ï¿½ previous relevant convictions 
ï¿½ leaving the scene 
ï¿½ driving while disqualiÔø½ ed 
ï¿½ driving whilst uninsured and speeding 
 
Guilty pleas given early are treated as a mitigating factor and will result in a decrease 
in the custodial sentence. This is because it saves on court time and is believed to 
spare victims and their families from the ordeal of a trial. 
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The  reason I got involved in IRVA was to try to prevent other families 
experiencing the excruciating pain that my family endure having lost our 
daughter on our roads, through the actions of a drunken driver. I also got 
involved to try to make a difference, and improve our road safety measures 
to keep people safe on our roads, while also promoting the importance of 
road safety not only in Ireland, but also internationally. 
IRVA has helped me grieve for my daughter Janice in a number of ways. It 
has helped to talk to others who have lost loved ones tragically, building up 
friendships with people who understand, and are in the same situation as 
myself. 
Improving road safety measures with the IRVA team also gives me a feeling 
of fulfilment. The most important of all is I am keeping my lovely daughterï¿½s  
memory alive, and making a difference to other peoples safety on the roads 
in her memory. 
  
Margaret - Lost her daughter Janice (Pedestrian)

ï¿½

ï¿½



http://www.courts.ie
http://www.dppireland.ie






http://www.piab.ie
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In the weeks following my Dads death in 2015, the feelings of 
overwhelm and fear were immense. Not knowing what the future 
would hold, how we would cope but also feeling so alone. I felt like no 
one knew my pain, or the struggles we faced emotionally and 
mentally.  
And then we found Donna, and the IRVA and that all changed. 
Families out there just like us, supporting and understanding, 
compassionate in their words and approach. We all felt the same 
pain, we were united in our grief. 
We have attended the IRVA events, met so many wonderful people 
and support Donna and the amazing team in their efforts to improve 
legislation, messaging and road safety in a Ireland. Itï¿½s not just a  
support group, itï¿½s real people affected by real life tragedy, channeling  
their grief into something positive to care for and help others and 
prevent more unnecessary and avoidable road injuries and death.  
My dad was knocked down and killed crossing a road. He should be 
here today but he is not. My story can be anyones, I never thought it 
would be the script Iï¿½m living today but it is. The IRVA has helped my  
family adjust and adapt, by providing a network of people bonded by 
their stories and I am forever grateful for their ongoing and much 
appreciated support. 
 
Lisa Marie - Lost her Dad Eugene (Cyclist)

ï¿½

ï¿½
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On a sunny weekend in August 2012 our Regiment lost Gunner Lee 
Scally in a road traffic collision on his way home from a friend's 
house.  
Lee was the third of our lads in a less than 6 years we had lost to 
road traffic collisions on our roads. 
Gunner James Butch Maher died on his way in for security duty on a 
Saturday morning in June of 2006, while Gunner Nigel Costello 
died on his way home from security duty on a Sunday afternoon. 
The loss of Butch, Nigie and Lee was devastating to our Regiment, a 
sense of disbelief, followed by shock, and then the sadness of 
rendering them honours in their military funerals, carried home by 
friends and comrades of all ranks. 
Donna Price had lost her son Darren on 30th March 2006, three 
months before we lost Butch. 
Considering the loss and grief of our Regiment, I cannot even 
imagine the sense of loss to family members of the 163 of our 
citizens who lost their lives on our roads in 2012.    
In 2012, we formed Irish Road Victimsï¿½ Association with Donna as  
Chair and have advocated for road safety since. 
Ten years on, a total of 1687 have lost their lives through road traffic 
collisions up to 8th June 2022, an average of 168 lives lost, with 
six months still to go to December of this year! 
This does not include the thousands of lives damaged, both physically 
and mentally.  
We need to change the culture of behaviour on our roads, but we 
have to do it together.  
 
Together Forward. 
 
Noel Oï¿½Callaghan  
Regiment Sergeant Major (Retired)

ï¿½

ï¿½



https://www.citizensinformationboard.ie/downloads/guides/Bereavement_Guide_2021.pdf
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/
https://www.garda.ie/en/
https://www.gardaombudsman.ie
http://www.forensicengineers.ie


https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/coroner-service/
http://www.coronerdublincity.ie
https://kildarecoco.ie/AllServices/CountyCoroner/
https://www.gov.ie/en/directory/page/e2833-cork-city-coroners/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/death/sudden_or_unexplained_death/postmortems.html
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/coroner-service/
http://www.ucd.ie/mbrs/
https://www.dppireland.ie
https://www.dppireland.ie/app/uploads/2021/01/Guidelines-for-Prosecutors-5th-Edition-eng.pdf
https://www.courts.ie
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie
https://www.piab.ie/eng/
https://www.abiireland.ie
https://advic.ie
https://anamcara.ie
http://www.barnardos.ie
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/coroner-service/
https://www.courts.ie
https://www.crimevictimshelpline.ie
https://www.dppireland.ie
http://www.forensicengineers.ie
https://headway.ie
https://www.hse.ie/eng/
https://iacp.ie
https://www.irishprisons.ie
https://itas.ie
https://www.iwa.ie
https://www.ucd.ie/mbrs/
https://menssheds.ie
https://www.nrh.ie
https://www.pieta.ie
https://rehab.ie
https://spinalinjuries.ie
https://www.rsa.ie
https://www.samaritans.org
http://www.vsac.ie
https://www.widow.ie
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This guide was written by Donna Price and Amy Aeron-Thomas. 
 
Donna founded the Irish Road Victimsï¿½ Association (IRVA) in 2012  
following the Coronerï¿½s Inquest into her son Darrenï¿½s death in a road  
crash, through no fault of his own, in March 2006. Darren was one of 
365 people killed on Irelandï¿½s roads that year. Donna wrote the Ôø½ rst 
IRVA guide for families bereaved by road crashes in 2012. IRVA holds  
a special commemoration of the UN World Day of Remembrance for 
Road Victims in Mullingar every year which is attended by several 
hundred bereaved families, injured victims, and the emergency 
services, and people affected travel from all counties in Ireland to 
attend. Donna was appointed to the board of the Road Safety 
Authority in Ireland in January 2018, where she is serving a second 
term. She is also a member of the Major Trauma Audit Committee in 
NOCA, the National OfÔø½ ce of Clinical Audit. 
 
At a regional and global level, Donna founded and co-chairs the 
International Road Victimsï¿½ Partnership (IRVP), a partnership of some  
160 NGOs from all regions of the world, where she works to improve 
road safety and the post crash response, and the rights of road victims 
and their bereaved families. She does this work on behalf of IRVA and 
the IRVP as an active member of the UN Road Safety Collaboration, the 
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